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This statue ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
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WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
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Conception Seminary 
Conception, Missouri 
A Minor and Major Seminary to prepare students for the 
priesthood. Conducted by the Benedictine Fathers. Special 
consideration given to young men of moderate means who wish 


to prepare for the Priesthood. 
Catalog sent upon request. Write to: — 
The Reverend Rector 





Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
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ONE Subscription 


Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed, with 
encouraging verses, sayings of the saints and spiritual 
thoughts. OR: — 

Booklet — ‘“‘Under Mary’s Mantle’ — See description given 

on outside back cover. OR: — 

















Scheyern Cross — A small metal cross, with double bars, 
the preciousness of which lies in the fact that it has 
been touched to a relic of the True Cross. Many 
favors, both temporal and spiritual, have been obtained 
through the pious veneration of these little crosses. 


TWO Subscriptions 


The Treasures of the Mass — One of the most complete 
explanations of the prayers, ceremonies and mysteries 
of the Mass obtainable, written in simple and inspiring 
language. OR: — 

Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of His 
Holiness, lithographed in contrasting colors, and 
mounted on a red backing. 10x13 inches. OR: — 

“Mother Most Admirable’’ — Sepia picture of Mary as a 
Queen seated on a throne, holding the Infant Jesus. 
Very beautiful. 9x14 inches. 


THREE ‘Subscriptions 


Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. — An inspiring 
biography of a holy Benedictine religious of Veroli, 
Italy, through whose intercession many striking favors 
have been obtained, and whose cause of beatification 
has been promoted. OR: — 

“I Pray the Mass” — A splendid Sunday Missal and prayer 
book. Large, clear type, in red and black. Black 

@ durotex binding. 
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NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 
years for $2.00 are entitled only to a premium offered 
for ONE subscription. Please mention choice. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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In some calendars, August is given as the month of the Blessed Sacrament. 
is also devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The three saints pictured here are out- 
standing models of both devotions — St. Alphonsus Liguori (feast August 2), founder 
of the Redemptorists, and two of his spiritual sons, St. Clement Hofbauer and St. 


Gerard Majella. 
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The Fitness of the Glory of Warp 
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‘7 HEN Jesus ascended into heaven He returned to His 
throne on high. He had told His Apostles that He 
was going to the Father in order to send them 
another Paraclete, who would come and teach them 
to understand all the things He had told them. The 
sending of the Holy Ghost was the chief reason 
for Christ’s ascension into heaven, but it was not 
the only one. The third glorious mystery of the 
Rosary, which follows the mystery of the ascension, gives us this one 
reason why Christ ascended into heaven. The fourth and fifth mys- 
teries — the assumption and the coronation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
— give us another reason why Our Lord ascended to sit at the right 
hand of the Father. 

Our Lord ascended into heaven that from there He might call 
His Mother to ascend to Him; He went to await the homecoming of 
His Mother. He took possession of His throne that from it He might 
prepare for the coronation of the Queen of heaven and earth, the 
Mother of all men. He left this earth in expectation of the arrival’ 
of her who is the most brilliant star in the twinkling galaxy of saints 
and angels, of her before whom even the mighty seraphs stand in awe 
and wonder, of her whom joyous choirs of angels praise. 
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But why did Jesus assume the Blessed Virgin into heaven? Be- 
cause she is His Mother! She, at His incarnation, consented to the 
will of His Father: “Be it done unto me according to Thy word.” 
She, in her virginity, gave Him birth. It was from her that He re- 
ceived His Body and Blood. It was through her that He, the Word, 
was made Flesh and dwelt among us so that He might suffer and 
die for the children of men. Hers was not a human motherhood, but 
a Divine maternity, for Mary is truly the Mother of God. She is not 
merely the Mother of Our Lord’s manhood, or of His Body, but she 
is to be considered the Mother of the Word Himself, the Word Incar- 
nate! God in the Person of the Word, the Second Person of the all- 
glorious Trinity, humbled Himself to become her Son. “Thou didst 
not disdain the Virgin’s womb,” sings Holy Church. He took the sub- 
stance of His human flesh from her, and clothed in it, reposed within 
her; and after His birth His Body was a lasting witness that He, though 
God, was her Son. He was nursed and tended by her; He rested in 
her arms. As time went on, He ministered to her and obeyed her. 
He lived with her thirty years in the same house, in uninterrupted 
intercourse, with only the saintly Joseph to share it with Him. She 
was the witness of His growth, of His joys, of His sorrows, of His 
prayers; she was blessed with His smile, with the touch of His hand, 
with the whisper of His affection, with the expression of His thoughts 
and His feelings during those long hidden years. And now, what 
ought to be her reward? What recompense is becoming for her who 
was so favored? 

Such a question was once asked by a king who wished to bestow 
special honor on one of his subjects who had saved his life. “What 
should be done to the man whom the king desireth to honor?” King 
Assuerus asked. And he received the following answer: “The man 
whom the king wishes to honor ought to be clad in the king’s apparel, 
and to be mounted on the king’s saddle, and let the first among the 
kings and princes and presidents hold his horse, and let him walk 
through the streets of the city, and say: ‘Thus shall he be honored 
whom the king hath a mind to honor!’” 

So it is also with Mary! She gave birth to the Creator, — what 
recompense shall be made her? What shall be done to her who had 
so privileged a relationship with the Most High? What shall be the 
fit accompaniment of one whom the Almighty has deigned to make 
‘not one of His servants, not His intimate friend, but His MotHer, the 
source of His second being, the nurse of His helpless infancy, the 
teacher of His childhood years? We must answer as the king was 
answered: Nothing is too high for her to whom God owes His human 
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existence. There is no exuberance of grace, no excess of glory but 
is becoming, but is to be expected for her in whom God has lodged 
Himself, from whom God has issued. Let her “be clad in the King’s 
apparel,” that is, let the fulness of the Godhead so flow into her that 
she may be a figure of the incommunicable sanctity, beauty and glory 
of God Himself; that she may be the Mirror of Justice, the Mystical 
Rose, the Tower of Ivory, the House of Gold, the Morning Star. Let 
her “receive the King’s diadem upon her head,” as the Queen of 
heaven, the Mother of the living, the Health of the sick, the Refuge 
of sinners, the Comfortress of the afflicted. And “let the first amongst 
the king’s princes walk before her”; let Angels, Prophets, Apostles, 
Martyrs and all the Saints kiss the hem of her garment and rejoice 
in the shadow of her throne. 

Desiring to honor His Mother fittingly, Jesus anticipated for her 
that glorious event which is to be the great reward of all men: He 
had her rise from the dead long before the time of the resurrection 
of all men. He had her taken up into heaven, and the “King arose 
from His throne to meet His Mother, and bowed Himself unto her, 
and a throne was set for the King’s Mother, and she sat on His right 
hand.” 


Our Mother’s Assumption and Our Resurrection 


Mary’s resurrection and her assumption into heaven was granted 
her before that of all who are to rise from the dead after Christ’s 
resurrection. And just as Christ’s resurrection is an infallible promise 
and proof of our resurrection, so is hers. How so? Because the 
reward of a mother is also the reward of her children. Sons and 
daughters, all children, by natural consequence share in all the great- 
ness and in all the rewards of the mother. And Mary is our Mother! 

There are many ways in which her assumption is a proof, even a 
guarantee, that we also shall rise from the dead. When her Divine 
Son gazes with His immense love upon that body which was the 
source of His own, He will long to have us all, body and soul, with 
Him. He will do His utmost to help us gain the reward of a glorious 
resurrection so that all His brothers, all the children of His Mother, 
will one day form one resplendent family in the heavenly home where 
Mary the Virgin will take her place as the Mother of all the redeemed. 

The very fact that she is in heaven is almost an absolute guarantee 
that we will partake of Our Lord’s resurrection as she did. Whose 
intercession is more powerful for a child than that of a mother? 
And Mary, our Mother, intercedes for us with her own Child, the 
all-powerful Man-God, who will not refuse the requests of such a 
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Mother for her children. For us she is the sure means without de- 
lusion, the short road from which dangers have been removed, the 
immaculate way where there is no imperfection, and the wonderful 
secret for finding and loving Jesus, from whom we have the promise 
that all men shall rise again. St. Bernard says, “God, seeing that we 
are unworthy to receive His graces immediately from His own hand, 
gives them to Mary in order that we may have through her whatever 
He wills to give us.” This is true of the grace, of the gift, of the 
resurrection of the dead. Through Mary’s virginal, Divine maternity, 
Christ came, redeemed us, overcame Satan, sin and death, and made it 
possible for us to rise again. The grace of the resurrection comes to 
us through Mary, the Mother of God, the Mother of men, who through 
her assumption and coronation has become our Queen and Mediatrix, 
whose interest in our welfare is second only to that of her Divine Son. 

If we remember that the Blessed Virgin received the early call 
of the resurrection, obtained the glorious, resplendent, inestimable gift 
of the assumption, our hearts will be elated with joy and congratula- 
tions for our Mother. But that is not all we must hold in our memories. 
We must continually remember that this was her REWARD! Indeed, 
a REWARD! And a reward for what? For her resignation to the Father’s 
will; for her sinlessness, her immaculate purity of body and soul; 
for her patient endurance of the poverty, pain and perils of this 
prison of flesh, in this vale of tears; for her caring for the wants of 
the Redeemer in a poor cottage without desiring a palace; for com- 
forting Jesus when men scoffed at Him; for suffering with her Son 
even to the extent of the sevenfold sword of sorrow beneath the Cross; 
for the fulfilling according to the immensity of her share the sufferings 
mankind must still undergo to pay its debt. Because of all this, and 
much more, she received the reward of being assumed into heaven very 
shortly after her death. 

Do we expect the reward of the resurrection, of being assumed 
into heaven after the general judgment? Certainly, we do! But let 
us remember, our resurrection, too, is a reward, and a reward must 
always be earned, the price must be paid. We shall earn that reward 
if we labor in all things to fulfil God’s holy will, if we suffer patiently 
and do all that God has commanded us. Sickness, if accepted as a 
medicine for our sin-sick soul, will be a part of the payment for the 
reward of the resurrection which is in store for us. We can make other 
payments by suffering many small and large trials of the day, of 
every day, as Christ’s Mother did. And finally the acceptance of 
death in the right spirit, just as our Mother did, will be a very large 
part of the full amount required to pay for that reward. 
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As our Rosary tells us, this world is a school of sorrow in which 
we must leave the flesh-pots of Egypt and turn our eyes toward the 
home to which Mary was assumed, and where she awaits us, knowing 
that we too will rise from the dead. Our Lord was the Man of Sorrows; 
He rose from the dead by His own power, to prove that if we bear 
our sorrows as He did, then by His power we, too, shall rise. Our 
Mother was the Queen of Sorrows and she was assumed into heaven 
to be made Queen of heavenly bliss. Let us, too, bear our sorrows 
as Jesus and Mary did, so that, having partaken of sorrow, we may 
also partake of the resurrection and assumption of Our Blessed Mother. 





A New Feast to Honor the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 


—On0<— 

REAT was our joy upon hearing that a new feast had 
been instituted in honor of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, to be celebrated on August 22, the octave day 
of the feast of the Assumption, and we know that this 
joy is shared by all our dear readers who are devoted 
to the most pure Heart of our Heavenly Queen. De- 
votion to the Heart of Mary has long been practiced 
in the Church, and a feast under the title of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary had come to be widely cele- 
brated. But the new feast enjoys a higher rank, has been instituted 
for the entire Church with proper Mass and Office, and bears the title of 
Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The object of the new feast 
is to promote devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, so that 
through the intercession of the Blessed Mother of God all nations may 
enjoy peace and religious liberty, that sinners may be converted and 
all the faithful may advance in the love of spiritual things and the 
practice of virtue. 

One of the requests made by Our Blessed Mother during her ap- 
paritions at Fatima in 1917, was a special devotion of reparation to 
her Immaculate Heart. Step by step her requests are being realized, 
and it is because this new feast marks an outstanding progress in that 
direction that it is hailed with special joy by all who are seeking to 
realize her wishes in themselves and in others. 

Another oustanding request which Our Lady made at Fatima was 
the consecration of the world and of Russia to her Immaculate Heart, 
— a wish which was fulfilled by our present Holy Father, Pope Pius 
XII, on October 31, 1942, at the close of the celebration of the 25th 
anhiversary of the apparitions at Fatima. Since that time his example 
has been followed by many archbishops and bishops throughout the 
world in their own local jurisdictions. Even civil rulers of eleven 
countries have dedicated their nations and their people to Mary. Very 
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many religious communities, families and individuals have likewise 
consecrated themselves to the Heart of Mary, and in fulfilment of her 
wishes have adopted the practice of the Five First Saturdays and 
devoted themselves with increased fervor to the Rosary. 

All this is a most consoling sign that the wishes of Our Lady of 
Fatima are being at least partially realized, and inspire the hope that 
she may ere long fulfil her promise that Russia will be converted and 
an era of peace conceded to suffering humanity. Yet there is still 
much, very much, to be accomplished before the conditions imposed by 
Our Blessed Mother for the fulfilment of these promises are fully 
realized. The devotion must spread* throughout the world and in- 
timately affect the lives of many more millions of Christians. 

It is gratifying to note the progress which has been made in our 
own country during the past few years, through the efforts of zealous 
groups and individuals. Many booklets and magazine articles have 
been published, thousands of leaflets and pictures have been distributed, 
and a monthly magazine devoted exclusively to Our Lady of Fatima 
is now being published. As a result, Our Lady’s message has been 
made known far and wide and has drawn an enthusiastic response 
from bishops, priests, religious and faithful. 

Surely, too, a special significance may be attached to the fact that 
the European war was ended during the month of the Blessed Virgin, 
whom Catholics the world over have been imploring for peace, at the 
request of the Holy Father, and that the day of prayer especially re- 
quested by our President in thanksgiving for victory (May 13) was the 
anniversary of Our Lady’s first apparition at Fatima. Arrangements 
had already been made for a broadcast of the Rosary on this day all 
over the country and by short wave to our armed forces all over the 
world. It was, moreover, Mother’s Day — a day which to Catholics 
belongs also in a special way to Mary, the Mother of God and the 
Mother of men. The world might regard such things as mere coin- 
cidences, but to the heart filled with faith it cannot but signify the 
gracious arrangement of a loving Providence. 

In the convent of the cloistered Dominican Sisters of the Perpetual 
Rosary at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where a beautiful shrine has been 
erected to Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima, a Peace Vigil has been 
kept on the 13th of each month since May, 1942, in which a large 
group of lay persons participate. On each of these “‘vigils’’ the Rosary 
is recited continuously for twenty-four hours before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment exposed. In spreading devotion to their holy patroness, the vigil 
groups have tried to make her requests at Fatima for bringing peace 
to the world known in a special way. During the first year of the 
vigils, emphasis was placed on the general story of the apparitions 
and their connection with World War II; during the second year, 
emphasis was on the daily Rosary; during the third year, on the de- 
votion of the Five First Saturdays; and the current year will be de- 
voted to petitioning for the national consecration to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in this present year, which marks the centennial of the 
dedication of the United States to the Immaculate Conception. 

















Novena for the Feast of the Assumption 
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“(7 ROM August 6 to 14, inclusive, the annual Novena in preparation for Our 
Hi Blessed Mother’s Assumption will be offered as usual in our four Eucharistic 

Sanctuaries at Clyde, Missouri — Mundelein, Illinois — Tucson, Arizona 
— and Kansas City, Missouri. We invite all our dear readers to participate in 
this Novena by daily fervent prayer and assistance at Holy Mass and reception 
of Holy Communion if possible, or at least by Mass and Communion at the beginning 
and close of the Novena, if it cannot be done daily. We shall be happy to place 
near the altar of exposition during the Novena the petitions of those who wish 
to send them to us. 

To encourage our dear friends and readers to childlike trust and confidence 
in Our Heavenly Mother, we can find no better words than those of St. Francis 
de Sales to his spiritual daughters: — 

“I cease not to entreat the ever-blessed Virgin, the most sweet Lady in 
heaven and earth, that she would love you and make you very pleasing to her 
Son, by obtaining for you continual inspirations from His Divine Majesty. We 
must make use of her as an intercessor with her Divine Son. The Church, like 
a good mother, desiring to teach us how to make use of the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin, has added the Hail Mary to the Our Father, to show us that since 
her credit with her Son is so great, we not only may, but ought to ask of God by 
her intercession, not merely spiritual goods, for she often visits us by inward 
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lights which she gives us for our advancement in perfection, but tem- 
poral goods also, inasmuch as they are necessary for us; and above all, 
we should invoke her with firm confidence in all dangers and troubles. 
Let us have recourse to her, and, like children, throw ourselves into 
her arms with perfect confidence on all occasions. In all occurrences 
let us call on this sweet Mother, let us invoke her motherly love and 
try to imitate her virtues. 

“Oh, may this Blessed Virgin, this sweet Mother of hearts, this 
Mother of holy love, this Mother of the Heart of hearts, make us by 
her prayers live in this holy love. I entreat her to give you always 
her dear and motherly protection. 

“Say this prayer to Mary: ‘O most holy and blessed Lady, you 
who are in the highest place in the Paradise of happiness, have pity 
on us who are in the desert of misery. You are in the abundance of 
delight, and we are in an abyss of desolation; communicate then to 
us strength to bear well all our trials, and may we be supported by 
your Divine Son, the only object of all our hopes, the only reward of 
our labors, the only remedy for our ills. 

“Sweet Virgin Mary, Mother of God, I salute you and choose 
you for my most dear Mother, and I beg you to receive me as your 
child and servant. I beg you, then, my kind, gracious and sweet 
Mother, to remember that I am your child, that you are very powerful, 
and that I am a poor, weak, and vile creature. I beg you also, my 
very sweet and dear Mother, to govern and defend me in all my actions, 
for alas! I am a poor and needy beggar, who am in want of your 
blessed help and protection. 

“““Most holy Virgin! my sweet Mother, I pray you make me a 
sharer in your goods and virtues, especially in your holy humility, 
your perfect purity, and your fervent charity, but grant me especially 
— (here mention your request). 

“Say not, O gracious Virgin, that you are not able, for your 
blessed Son has given you all power in heaven and on earth; say 
not either that you ought not to grant it, for you are the common 
Mother of all the children of Adam, and mine especially. Since, then, 
O sweet Virgin, you are my Mother, and are very powerful, what 
excuse can you make if you do not come to my assistance? 

“*You see, my dear Mother, that you are obliged to grant me 
what I ask, and to yield to my sighs and groans. May you then be 
blessed and praised, and by your intercession bestow on me all the 
gifts and graces which are pleasing to the Most Holy Trinity, Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, the object of all my love in the time present, 
and that Jesus, Mary and Joseph may ever be praised and imitated.’ ” 
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The Sacrament and the Virtue of Penance 


Continued 


(This beautiful and consoling chapter from ‘Christ, the Life of 
the Soul” by Dom Columba Marmion, O.S.B., is intended as supple- 
mentary reading to the Tenth Article of the Apostles’ Creed which is 
being explained in the current issues of this magazine.) 


; EVER forget that each time we receive this sacrament 
worthily and with devotion, even if there were only 
venial faults to be confessed, the Blood of Christ is 
poured abundantly on our souls to revive them, to 
strengthen them against temptation, to make them gener- 
ous in the struggle against attachment to sin and to 
destroy in them the roots and effects of sin. The soul 
finds in this sacrament special grace to uproot its vices and purify 
itself more and more so that the life of grace may be recovered or 
increased in it. 

Before confession, let us then always arouse our faith in the 
infinite value of the expiation of Jesus Christ. He bore the weight of 
all our sins: “He has borne our iniquities.” (Isa. liii. 11.) He offered 
Himself for each one of us: “Who loved me and delivered Himself 
up for me” (Gal. ii. 20). His satisfactions are superabundant; He 
has acquired the right of forgiving us: there is no sin that cannot be 
washed away by His Divine Blood. Let us stir up our faith and our 
confidence in His inexhaustible merits, the fruits of His Passion. I 
have said that when He journeyed through Palestine and one came to 
Him to be delivered from the devil, Christ Jesus required faith in 
His Divinity; it was only to faith He granted the healing of diseases 
or the remission of sins: “Go, thy sins are forgiven, thy faith hath 
made thee whole.” It is faith that must, before all, accompany us to 
this tribunal of mercy: faith in the sacramental character of all our 
acts; faith especially in the superabundance of the satisfaction made 
by Jesus to His Father for us. 

Certainly, our acts (contrition, confession and satisfaction), do 
not produce the grace of the sacrament; but besides being previously 
necessary in order that the grace of the sacrament may be applied to 
us, since they are “like the matter of the sacrament,”* the degree of 
this grace is measured, in fact, by the dispositions of our soul. 





*The Catechism of the Council of Trent (Ch. xxi. para. 3) gives the following 
explanation: ‘‘It must be pointed out to the faithful that the great difference be- 
tween this sacrament and the others, is that the matter of the latter is always some- 
thing natural or artificial, whilst the acts of the penitent, contrition, confession and 
satisfaction, are, as the Holy Council of Trent says, like the matter (Sess. XIV. Chap. 
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That is why it is an eminently useful practice to beg from God 
the grace of contrition on the day of confession while assisting at the 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Why? Upon the altar, as you know, the 
immolation of Calvary is renewed. The Holy Council of Trent de- 
clares that “the Lord, appeased by this oblation, grants the grace and 
gift of penance, and forgives, on account of it, all crimes and sins, 
however enormous they may be.” (Sess. XXII. Chap. 2.) 

Does the Mass then forgive sins directly? No, that only belongs 
to perfect contrition and to the sacrament of penance. But when we 
assist devoutly at this Sacrifice, which is the same as that of the Cross, 
when we unite ourselves to the Divine Victim, God gives us, if we 
ask with faith, sentiments of repentance, of firm purpose, of humility 
and confidence, which lead us to contrition and make us capable of 
receiving with fruit the remission of our sins, acquired for us by Jesus 
at the price of His Divine Blood. 

To contrition must succeed confession. 

The sacrament of penance was instituted under the form of judg- 
ment. “All that you bind or loose on earth shall be bound or loosed 
in heaven; those sins shall be remitted that you remit.” But it is for 
the culprit to accuse himself of his faults to the judge who is to pass 
sentence. And who is this judge? The avowal of my sins is due to 
God alone; no one, neither angel, nor man, nor devil, has the right 
of penetrating into the sanctuary of my conscience, into the tabernacle 
of my soul. God alone merits this homage, and He claims it in this 
sacrament, for the glory of His Son, Jesus. 

I have said, in speaking of the Church, that since the incarnation, 
God wills, in the ordinary economy of His Providence, to govern us 
by men who supply the place of His Son for us. It is like an exten- 
sion of the incarnation and, at the same time, a homage rendered to 
Christ’s holy Humanity. Why is that? 

To redeem us from sin and restore Divine life to us, Christ, the 
Incarnate Word, descended into the depths of humiliation; it was as 
man that He humbled Himself, that He suffered, died and expiated. 
And because He thus humbled Himself to save the world, Christ has 
been exalted by His Father. “He... emptied Himself... even to death 
on a Cross: THEREFORE, God has exalted Him..” (Phil. ii. 7-9). 
The Father. wills to glorify His Son as man. “I have both glorified 


3), ot this sacrament. And these acts are necessary on the part of the penitent for 
the integrity of the sacrament and for the entire remission of sins. This is of Divine 
institution. Likewise, the acts we are speaking of are considered as even part of the 
sacrament. And if the Holy Council simply says that the acts of the penitent are 
like the matter of the sacrament, that is not to say that they are not the true matter 
of it; but that they are not of the same kind as the other sacramental matter, which 
are taken from without, like the water in baptism and the chrism in confirmation.’’ 
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it (His Name), and I will glorify it again” (John xii. 28). And 
what is the glory He gives to Him? He makes Him sit at His right 
hand in the heights of heaven; He wills “that in the Name of Jesus 
every knee should bow... and every tongue should confess” that Jesus 
is the only Savior (Phil. ii. 10, 11.), for the Father has given Him 
all power “in heaven and in earth” (Matt. xviii. 18). And among 
the attributes of this power is that of judging every soul. Jesus Him- 
self tells us: “The Father... hath given all judgment to the Son that 
all men may honor the Son,” because His Son, in His Humanity, won 
‘the right of being the Redeemer of the world. (John v. 22, 27.) 
Christ has been established by His Father, the Judge of heaven and 
earth; here below, He is the merciful Judge; at the last day, as Our 
Lord declared at the time of His Passion, “the Son of Man shall come 
in the clouds with great power and glory,” to judge the living and the 
dead. 

Such is the glory that the Father wills to give His Son; and it is 
the glory He wills we should give Him in this sacrament. Suppose 
a man has committed a mortal sin; he comes before God, he deplores 
his sin; he afflicts his body with macerations and promises himself he 
will accept every expiation. God says to him: “That is good, but it 
is My will you should acknowledge and declare the power of My 
Son, Jesus, by submitting yourself to Him in the person of the one 
who represents Him towards you; and that one is he who, on. the 
day of his priestly ordination, received communication of My Son’s 
judicial power.” If the sinner will not give this homage to the Hu- 
manity of Jesus, God refuses to hear him; but if he submits with faith 
to this condition, then there are no sins, no crimes, no iniquities that 
God does not forgive and for which He does not renew the pardon as 
often as the repentant and contrite sinner beseeches Him to do so. 

This confession must be made from a heart touched by repentance. 
Confession is not a narration, it is an accusation; one must come to it 
like a criminal before his judge. This simple and humble confession 
has two enemies: routine and scrupulosity. Routine results almost 
invariably from habit; the best means of destroying it is to arouse 
our faith in the greatness of the sacrament. As I have said, each time 
that we go to confession, even when we have only to accuse ourselves 
of venial faults, the Blood of Jesus is offered to His Father to obtain 
pardon for us. Scruple consists of taking the accidental for the es- 
sential, of dwelling, without reason, on details and circumstances that 
add nothing to the substance of the sin, if even there be a sin. In 
confession we must have the intention of saying all we have on our 
conscience; this becomes easy if we have the excellent habit of examin- 
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ing every evening the actions of the day. If there is a doubt, and this 
doubt weighs on us, we must accept the repugnance that often results 
from this as part of the penance, and say what we know. God does 
not will that confession should be a torture for the soul, but on the 
contrary that it should bring peace. 

Look at the prodigal son. When he returns to his father, does 
he dwell on endless distinctions? We cannot imagine him doing so. 
And yet his father forgives all, forgets all and prepares a feast to 
celebrate his son’s return. 

So it is with our Heavenly Father. Goa finds His glory in for- 
giving us, because all forgiveness is granted us in virtue of the satis- 
faction made by Jesus Christ, His beloved Son. The Precious Blood 
of Jesus was shed to the last drop for the remission of sin; the expia- 
tion that Christ offered to the justice, holiness and majesty of His 
Father is of infinite value. Now each time God pardons us, each time 
the priest gives us absolution, it is as if all the sufferings, all the merits, 
all the love, all the Blood of Jesus were presented to His Father and 
applied to our souls to restore life to them or to increase it when it 
is only a case of venial sins. “May Jesus Christ absolve thee,” says 
the priest, “and I, in virtue of His authority, absolve thee from thy 
sins.” Can one forgive the offense committed against another? No; 
yet the priest says: “I absolve thee.” How can he say it? Because 
it is Christ who says it by his mouth. 

At each confession, we seem to hear Jesus say to His Father: “O 
My Father, I offer Thee for this soul, the satisfactions and merits of 
My Passion; I offer Thee the chalice of My Blood shed for the remis- 
sion of sins.” Then, just as Christ ratified the judgment and the par- 
don given by the priest, so the Father, in His turn, confirms the judg- 
ment and pardon’ granted through His Son. He says, “I also forgive 
thee.” 

Those are words to establish the soul in peace. Think what it is 
to receive from God the assurance of pardon. If I have offended a 
loyal man and he, holding out his hand to me, says, “I forget all,” 
I do not doubt of his forgiveness. In the sacrament of penance, it 
is Christ, the Man-God, Truth in Person, who says to us: “I forgive 
thee,” and can we doubt His forgiveness? No, we cannot doubt it; 
this pardon is absolute and irrevocable. God says to us: “If your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be made as white as snow” (Isa. i. 18). 
He says again: “I have blotted out thy iniquities and thy sins are 
as a mist” (Isa. xliv. 22). God’s forgiveness is worthy of Himself. 
What a king does is royal; what God does is Divine! Let us believe 
in His love, in His word, in His forgiveness. 














Know and Eixplain Your Catholic Fraith 
oy 


~— 


The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE X — The Forgiveness of Sins (continued) 
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The Precious Gift of Absolution 


OWERFUL and consoling indeed are the words of absolution 
P spoken by the lips of the priest, and marvelous are the effects 

which they produce. The instant they are pronounced over one 
in grievous sin, the chains of hell which bound the sinner are burst 
asunder, and he is transformed from a slave of Satan into a child of 
God. The Heavenly Father bends down and embraces him with a 
love infinitely greater and more tender than that wherewith the father 
in the Gospel embraced his prodigal son, clothes him anew in the 
beautiful snow-white garment of sanctifying grace and places on his 
finger the ring of spiritual adoption as a child of God. He invites him 
to sit once more at His Banquet Table, to partake of the Bread of 
Life, and bids all His heavenly court rejoice “‘because this My son was 
dead and has come to life again; he was lost and is found’”’ (Luke xv. 
24). He remembers no more the evil which the sinner had done, and 
in His infinite mercy not only reinstates His prodigal child in His Divine 
friendship and love, but restores to him the entire store of merits which 
he had gained before his sins but which he had forfeited by his re- 
bellion against God. Moreover, he cancels the debt of eternal punish- 
ment which the sinner had incurred, remits at least part of his tem- 
poral punishment and equips him with new graces so that he may be 
able henceforth to resist temptation and faithfully observe the com- 
mandments of God. 

Equally wonderful are the effects of absolution in the soul of the 
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sinner who had not offended God grievously, but had soiled and rent 
his garment of grace by venial sin. For the Heavenly Father not only 
restores the soul to its former beauty, but pours into it a new flood 
of sanctifying grace and adorns it with celestial beauty which makes it 
an object of delight to all the saints. 

How unspeakably great, then, is the debt of gratitude which 
Catholics owe in the first place to God and after Him’‘to their priests 
for the priceless gift of absolution imparted to them in the tribunal 
of penance; for without the ministry of God’s priests, the treasury of 
Divine grace would remain closed to them. To His priests, and to them 
alone, God has entrusted this marvelous ‘“‘power of the keys,’’ to un- 
lock to souls the gates of heaven which they had closed against them- 
selves by sin. Not even to His angels has He granted such power, for 
to none of them has He said, ‘““Whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound also in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed 
also in heaven” (Matt. xviii. 18). 


The Seal of Secrecy _ 


The father confessor is truly an angel of mercy to his penitents, 
a skillful physician who heals the wounds and maladies of souls, who 
pours into sick hearts the soothing balm of hope and consolation. He 
is a kind, trustworthy friend appointed by God Himself to be the 
constant guide and director of souls, bound by the most sacred oath 
never to reveal any secret confided to him in the confessional. For in 
confessing his sins to the priest, the penitent is assured not only of 
complete privacy, but also of the most absolute and inviolable secrecy. 
There is no other confidence so sacred on earth as that which the 
faithful make when they kneel and tell the secrets of their souls to 
the priest in confession. Holy Church guards this sacred trust by the 
strictest law of inviolable secrecy, which binds the priest under pain 
of most grievous sin, in every case, in all circumstances and in every 
possible peril. ‘“‘The obligation of keeping secret, knowledge gained 
through sacramental confession embraces everything that might prove 
disagreeable or injurious to the penitent or tend to render the sacra- 
ment odious; in particular: a) All sins, mortal or venial; b) The pen- 
ance imposed; c) Physical or moral defects of the penitent; d) The 
fact that one has gone to confession... etc. (‘‘Handbook of Moral 
Theology,’’ Koch-Preuss, Vol. II, p. 171-172.) 

It is no exaggeration to say that in all the scope of human life 
there is no secret so absolute, impenetrable and inviolable as that which 
is protected by the seal of the confessional. Under no circumstances 
whatever, whether to save his own life or honor or that of others, or 
even to avoid a great calamity, may a confessor make use of knowl- 
edge he has obtained in the confessional. Outside of the confessional 
he may not even speak to the penitent himself of sins he has mentioned 
in confession, nor may he speak of them in a future confession unless 
the penitent himself does so. 

The only possible release from this obligation of secrecy is the 
permission to speak of the sins given by the penitent himself, freely 
and formally. Otherwise the priest’s lips must remain sealed, and he 
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must act as if he knew nothing whatever of the matter confided to 
him. Lay persons, too, should they accidentally or purposely overhear 
someone .else’s confession, are bound under pain of sin to refrain 
from mentioning to anyone else what they have heard. The secrecy 
of the confessional is God’s secret, and no human authority, not even 
the Pope, has any power over it. 

The history of the Church records many shining examples of heroic 
fidelity to the seal of confession. Willingly have priests suffered the 
greatest hardships, insults, tortures, sufferings, exile and even death 
itself, rather than to violate in the slightest way the seal of confession. 
One of the most glorious and renowned examples is that of St. John 
Nepomucene, a canon of Prague, who lived in the 14th century. King 
Wenceslaus, insanely jealous of his queen, urged the holy canon with 
bribes and threats to disclose to him what the queen had told him in 
confession. But the saint resisted every form of persuasion; including 
the most cruel tortures, and was finally hurled from the bridge at 
Prague into the dark waters of the Moldau river — a martyr to the 
seal of confession. When, some three hundred years later, the martyr’s 
grave was opened, it was found that his tongue alone had been pre- 
served from decay — a mark of heaven’s glorification of the instru- 
ment of his heroic fidelity to his holy trust. 


Folly of Being Ashamed to Confess One’s Sins 


To confess one’s sins to a fellow-mortal is indeed humiliating to 
the human spirit, so infected with the deadly poison of pride. How 
true it is that when the devil is tempting a sinner to fall he takes away 
his sense of shame, but hastily gives it back to him even greatly 
magnified when the sinner is preparing to make his confession. But 
alas! how great is the folly of those who allow themselves thus to be 
tricked by the devil and through false shame remain away from con- 
fession altogether, or, worse still, make themselves guilty of sacrilege 
by concealing a sin in the confessional. 

The learned and saintly Bishop Challoner says: “Consider the 
folly of all such as put off their conversion to God, through the ap- 
prehension of the confession of their sins, and choose to suffer for a 
long time the gnawing worm of a guilty conscience, with all the other 
evils that always attend on mortal sin, and to be continually exposed 
to the danger of death and hell, and to all the judgments of an of- 
fended God, rather than undergo a small confusion that would last 
but one moment and would immediately be followed with unspeakable 
comfort and with a speedy pardon, reconciliation, peace and grace. 
Would not all the world condemn that person of the greatest folly and 
madness who, laboring under a most pginful and mortal distemper, 
should refuse an easy, safe and sovereign remedy, only because it was 
disagreeable to the palate, just for the moment of taking it? But oh, 
how much more unaccountable is the folly and madness of the sinner 
who, for fear of so small a humiliation as the confession of his sins 
to a minister of God, bound by the laws both of God and man to an 
eternal secrecy, refuses all the medicines of heaven under’a mortal 
disease which is hurrying him on towards an eternal death, and chooses 
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rather to risk his soul for all eternity than to discover his illness to his 
physician?... 

“No prudent person would refuse to be immediately reconciled 
to a man whom he had offended, who had the power and authority to 
condemn him to a cruel death for his offense; how much less should 
the sinner put off his reconciliation with an offended God, who can in 
an instant cast both his body and soul into hell, and who is highly 
provoked by his impenitence.”’ 

Furthermore, the sinner who is animated by a lively faith will 
confess his sins, not as to a man but as to God Himself, whose repre- 
sentative the priest is. Sinners will also be consoled by the thought 
that the power of forgiving sins has not been given by God to angels, 
but to frail human beings, tempted and subject to fall like all the 
rest of mortals, and therefore disposed to feel compassion for sinners 
and to be full of mercy. They will derive.comfort also from the 
unanimous declaration of confessors, that though a man’s sins be as 
numerous as the blades of grass, and as shameful as could be com- 
mitted, the priest, as God’s representative, far from being filled with 
loathing and contempt for the sinner, looks upon him with the loving 
compassion of a father and rejoices at his repentance. 


Danger of Deferring Repentance 


Of all the tricks of Satan by which he deludes unhappy souls to 
their eternal ruin, there is none more common or more dangerous than 
that by which he persuades them to put off their repentance and con- 
version to God from day to day, and from year to year, with the vain 
intention of confessing them and being reconciled with God at some 
indefinite future time, or at least at the hour of death. Countless souls 
have thus been betrayed into the bottomless pit of never-ending woe. 
By thus putting off their conversion they abused the grace offered to 
them, turned a deaf ear to the warnings and invitations of God and 
went on provoking His Divine Justice, till by a just judgment of God 
death overtook them when they least expected it, and, dying as they 
had lived, they were justly sentenced to. everlasting damnation. Mon- 
strous indeed is the presumption of those who wilfully persist in sin, 
upon the confidence of a future conversion. God has nowhere promised 
either the time or the grace of a true conversion in the future to those 
who put off their repentance. Rather, He has often signified to such 
presumptuous sinners that they shall have neither the time nor the 
effectual grace which they promise themselves, but that they shall be 
surprised and die in their sins. ‘‘Delay not to be converted to the 
Lord and defer it not from day to day, for His wrath shall come on 
a sudden, and in the time of vengeance He shall destroy thee’’ (Eccles. 
v. 8, 9). 

Let us listen again to the counsel of Bishop Challoner: ‘‘Consider 
how foolish it is for the sinner, when called, when invited and pressed 
by the best of Fathers to return to Him, to choose rather to continue 
a slave of Satan, to feed his swine and to prefer the husks of swine 
which can never satisfy him, before his Father’s table and the happy 
liberty of the children of God. Ah! poor wretch, open thy eyes and 
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see how strangely thou art deluded! Thy God proffers thee His mercy, 
His grace, His favor, the honor of being His child, His spouse, His 
temple, a share in His heavenly treasures, His peace, His comforts, His 
table, His kingdom, His Holy Spirit, in a word, HIMSELF and all that 
is good; and thou art’so blind and so mad as to desire Him to keep 
all His favors for another time, and to make a choice for thyself at 
present of the extremity of all misery, by choosing to go on yet a while 
under the dreadful guilt of mortal sin — a wretched slave to Satan, sin 
and hell. Can any madness be compared to this? 

“Consider further how vain and foolish are those pretexts by 
which sinners suffer themselves to be imposed upon when they defer 
their conversion to God, especially with regard to pretended difficulties 
in the undertaking, which would all presently be put to flight and 
vanish away if they would but once heartily set their hand to the work. 
But the common delusion is that they vainly imagine they will do it 
more easily another time. A dreadful illusion indeed! since both 
reason and daily experience must make it evident that the longer this 
work is deferred, the harder it is to bring it about. And how should 
it be otherwise, since by these delays, and by continuing to add sin 
to sin, their sinful habits grow daily stronger upon them, and conse- 
quently harder to be rooted out; the devil’s power over them daily 
increases, and the Almighty, provoked by their repeated abuses of 
His graces and their obstinate impenitence, withdraws Himself farther 
and farther from them, and suffers them by degrees to fall into that 
blindness and hardness of heart which of all evils is the most difficult 
to be cured.’ 

How terrible a thing it is then to live in the state of mortal sin 
for days and weeks and months and years! A person who does so 
is not only exposing himself every moment to the danger of eternal 
damnation, but, being spiritually dead, is incapable of gaining any 
merit and thus storing up treasures in heaven. Even works which are 
otherwise good in themselves are worthless in his case. He is a 
spiritual sluggard who, instead of working for God and his future 
happiness, spends his time in laziness, and like the slothful servant 
in the Gospel, buries his ‘‘talent’’ in the earth (Matt. xxv. 25). God 
in His infinite goodness may and often does reward such good works 
in this life by temporal blessings, as experience often shows. This 
accounts for the fact that sinners often seem to prosper in this world, 
while those who strive to live justly and uprightly meet with all kinds 
of trials and adversities. Would that sinners who fare thus would 
awaken to the fact that they are receiving their reward here below, and 
that unless they change their ways, an eternity of misery will await 
them in the life to come. The just, on the other hand, who suffer 
afflictions, should be comforted by the thought that God chastises those 
whom He loves, in order that by such trials they may become ever 
more perfect and may gain great merit for heaven. 

God in His infinite goodness may also reward good works per- 
formed in the state of mortal sin by granting the sinner the grace of 
conversion. Happy the sinner to whom this grace is granted and who 
co-operates with it. To be continued 
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CQECAUSE of the early date on which our magazine goes to press, 

it was not possible to mention in an earlier issue the beautiful 
services which were held in our four Eucharistic Sanctuaries on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi and on the Sunday within the Octave, particu- 
larly at our Kansas City convent, which on the latter day surpassed 
all the others in magnitude because of the great number of clergy, 
religious and faithful taking part. Though belated, we trust the ac- 
count of Our Lord’s Eucharistic triumph will still be of interest to 
our dear readers. 

As Corpus Christi holds precedence over all the beautiful feasts 
of the year for the members of our Congregation as Perpetual Adorers 
of the Blessed Sacrament, it is always our endeavor to render the 
services as solemn as possible, both on the feast itself and on the Sun- 
day within the octave, in order to make it a royal triumph for our 
Eucharistic King. To enhance the solemnity of the procession, mem- 
bers of the laity are invited to participate, especially those who have 
been faithful in keeping adoration periods at the Sanctuary. 

While it is not possible for many members of the laity to partici- 
pate in the services here at the Motherhouse at Clyde, Missouri, because 
of its secluded location in the open countryside, large numbers of the 
faithful take part in the services at each of our branch houses, and 
the special groups of Eucharistic Guards of Honor, Knights and Sen- 
tinels, altar boys and flower girls, help to make the procession a true 
triumphal progress for our Eucharistic King. However, since the 
Community here at Clyde, is very large, the long line of Sisters, Novices 
and Postulants, walking two and two with lighted candles, makes an 
impressive spectacle as the procession wends its way through the 
convent grounds to the outdoor altar and returns again to the chapel, 
where Benediction is given a second time. Little girls in white strew 
the ground with petals, while the voices of the choir vie with the bells 
in the tower in singing the praises of the Sacramental Savior, who 
on these days permits Himself to be borne into the beautiful outdoors 
where all nature offers Him a mute homage of praise and adoration. 
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A heavy downpour of rain a half hour before the time scheduled 
for services on Corpus Christi morning threatened to disrupt the plans 
for an outdoor procession, and it was with some degree of disappoint- 
ment that the Sisters offered their ‘“‘fiat’’ to the apparent will of Him 
who was to be the Divine Guest of honor. But evidently He was 
only testing our faith (or was it perhaps an answer to many fervent 
prayers?) for in a short time the clouds began to scatter, a gentle 
wind dried the wet ground, and by the conclusion of High Mass, 
sung in the beautiful, devotion-inspiring Gregorian chant, the day was 
ideal for going outdoors. 

Roses, peonies, iris, snapdragons and other flowers, transformed 
the outdoor altar and the sanctuary of the chapel into a beautiful 
bower where the King could, literally, ‘“‘feed among the lilies,”’ 
as the Bride in the Canticle of Canticles says of Him. During the 
procession, the choir sang the beautiful Eucharistic hymns, ‘‘Pange 
Lingua,” ‘“Sacris Solemniis’’ and ‘‘Lauda Sion’ — those sublime master- 
pieces of the Poet of the Eucharist which so well express the soul’s 
outpouring of love and gratitude for the sacred Mystery of the Altar. 

It required no vivid imagination to picture the hosts of angels 
attending upon their Lord and accompanying the procession, nor to 
visualize the abundant blessings which Jesus lavished upon the world 
from the golden monstrance in which He was borne and from which He 
twice gave His blessing by the hand of the officiating priest. It was 
our prayer that an abundance of these blessings might flow into the 
hearts of all our dear friends and benefactors, and we are confident 
that our prayer was fully observed by our Divine Lord and King. 

The same order of services was observed on the Sunday within 
the octave of Corpus Christi. Again we implored Divine blessings 
upon the whole world, and particularly upon all our kind friends, 
and this was done especially during the recitation of the Litany of 
the Sacred Heart just before final Benediction in the adoration chapel. 
The celebration of this sublime feast of the Blessed Sacrament con- 
tinued throughout the Octave with the singing of High Mass and the 
day hours of the Divine Office each day, and we hope that all our 
friends participated in a special way in the rain of graces bestowed by 
our Eucharistic King. 

The services at each of our three daughter priories were similar 
to those at the Motherhouse, with such variations as were attendant 
upon the special circumstances of each place. At Mundelein, Illinois, 
which adjoins the diocesan Seminary of St. Mary of the Lake, there 
was the special privilege of a Pontifical High Mass on the feast of 
Corpus Christi, sung by the Most Reverend William O’Brien, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago, who was assisted by the Very Reverend Monsignor 
Foley, Rector of the Seminary, as Arch-Priest, and by a large number 
of clergy and acolytes. Although inclement weather prevented their 
having an outdoor procession, the Divine King was borne in triumph 
through the aisles of the beautiful adoration church, and at the close 
of the procession was raised in triple benediction over the kneeling 
worshipers by His Excellency. 

At Tucson, in “sunny’’ Arizona, the weather was ideal, and ‘the 
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ranks of the outdoor procession were swelled by many members of 
the Eucharistic Guard of the Knights of Columbus, Caballeros, (Spanish 
Knights) and Sentinels, Religious, Oblates and altar boys and little 
flower girls in white. During the High Mass preceding the procession, 
many of the participants received holy Communion and it was an edify- 
ing sight to see the various groups approach the altar railing. Fourth 
Degree Knights of Columbus, members of the Eucharistic Guard, in 
full regalia, carried the canopy and served as a Guard of Honor to 
the Blessed Sacrament. After the services, which were held early 
in order that working people might participate, many hurried off to 
their occupations, bearing in their hearts a deep interior joy and a 
wealth of blessings which, we cannot doubt, radiated upon all with 
whom they came in contact on that blessed day. 

At our sanctuary in Kansas City, the outdoor procession was held 
on Sunday afternoon, so that greater numbers might take part. By 
providential arrangement the celebration assumed gigantic proportions 
which entirely exceeded all expectations. This was due to the union 
of the celebration of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Men and Women 
and the Holy Name Society with that of the convent. So great was 
the fervor and enthusiasm of the faithful that no fewer than 10,000 
were present, though at first only half that number had been antici- 
pated. 

Needless to say, only a small portion of the assembly could find 
place on the convent grounds; the others filled the adjoining streets, 
lawns, and the grounds of the Art Gallery across the way. In every 
direction there was a sea of heads... Space on the convent grounds 
had been reserved for special groups who were to take part in the 
organized procession, numbering about 450 persons. Most beautiful 
and impressive was the spectacle presented by the monsignori and 
clergy, about sixty in number, all wearing chasubles, who surrounded 
the outdoor altar and immediately preceded the Blessed Sacrament 
in the procession. How the Heart of the Divine High Priest must have 
thrilled at this manifestation of love and homage on the part of His 
devoted priests, who blended their sonorous voices in the singing of 
Eucharistic hymns. About eighty religious from various communities 
also took part. 

A beautiful altar had been erected on the portico of the convent, 
and there at 4 P.M. the Most Reverend Bishop O’Hara imparted Bene- 
diction, after which the procession began to move slowly and reverently 
along the convent grounds, down the adjoining street to the Art 
Institute about a block distant, where another beautiful outdoor altar 
had been erected, and where Benediction was given a second time. 
Participating in the procession were thousands of men and women 
from the city parishes, representing the 5000 men from Kansas City 
who had joined the armed forces, some wearing blue stars to represent 
the living, and others gold stars to honor the valiant dead. There 
were also large parish units of the Holy Name Society from each of 
the thirty-five parishes of the city, each unit being identified by a beau- 
tiful Holy Name banner carried aloft. So great was the number of 
men in these groups that it required nearly forty-five minutes for them 
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to pass. These were followed by members of the Diocesan Council 
in distinctive robes, then the choir—a group of boys and girls, under 
the direction of Rev. Albert Senn, O.F.M., who accompanied their 
singing with instrumental music. Then followed the various groups 
of Sentinels, Benedictine Oblates, the Sisters, the Knights of the 
Blessed Sacrament, and finally the members of the ‘‘Eucharistic Guard”’ 
of the Knights of Columbus, men who have been faithful in keeping 
nocturnal adoration at the sanctuary regularly over a period of time. 
Last of all were the clergy, followed by the Bishop bearing the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Thirty 4th Degree Knights of Columbus were privileged to be the 
bodyguards of the Blessed Sacrament. This honor was accorded them 
because of their devotedness to the Nocturnal Adoration. Wearing 
chapeaus and long black mantles lined in crimson, with swords at their 
sides, they made a truly knightly appearance as they walked reverently 
beside their Eucharistic King. 

Four times during the ceremonies the Knights unsheathed their 
swords, stood at attention and offered their knightly homage to the 
Eucharistic King, as four times the representative of Christ, in the 
person of the Most Reverend Bishop O’Hara, raised aloft the monstrance 
in Benediction. 

Twelve little girls, in long dresses, strewed flowers on the way. 
The Sisters of our community remained on the convent grounds and 
again joined when the procession returned from the Art Institute. 

Upon returning to the convent, the Bishop placed the monstrance 
on the outdoor altar, veiled the Blessed Sacrament and then delivered 
a most inspiring address, which was carried by loud speakers to all 
parts of the assembly. After this His Excellency was seated at the 
foot of the steps leading up to the altar, and the various groups eligible 
to membership in the several Eucharistic Associations approached in 
their turn to receive their Eucharistic emblem from his hands. Passing 
between a file of uniformed Knights of Columbus, they knelt, in pairs, 
before the Bishop, kissed his ring, and then received the medal from 
his hands. First came a group of 140 Knights of Columbus, who by 
their fidelity in keeping nocturnal adoration over a certain period of 
time, had merited to be received as Eucharistic Guards. More signifi- 
cant to them than their knightly regalia was the red and gold emblem 
placed over their hearts, which added to their proud title of Knights 
of Columbus the still more glorious and enduring title of ‘‘Knights 
of the Eucharistic Guard.’’ Next followed forty youths, students of 
Rockhurst College, Lillis and St. Vincent’s High Schools, to be en- 
rolled as Knights of the Blessed Sacrament. Then came a large group 
of women who had merited to be received as charter members of the 
Sentinels; next a group of forty Benedictine Oblates, and lastly twenty- 
eight adults and forty boys and girls, all of whom were enrolled as 
Sentinels. The medals were attached to different colored ribbons for 
the various groups °— the men having red, the women yellow, the 
junior Sentinels blue, and the Knights green ribbons. It was most im- 
pressive to see so large a number — about 400 in all — receiving 
their emblems, and it was noticed that the Bishop several times brushed 
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the tears from his eyes. Especially touching was the bestowal of an 
emblem upon a young invalid girl, who, in her wheel chair, had come 
faithfully with her parish group each appointed night for her hour of 
adoration, 

After this ceremony, the Bishop gave Benediction a third time, 
and then carried the Most Blessed Sacrament into the chapel and re- 
placed It on the altar throne. Few others besides the clergy and 
Guards of Honor were able to enter the chapel with him. A fourth 
and last Benediction was then given by the Bishop. 

It had been a truly royal triumph, prepared with much careful 
planning and labor on the part of those in charge, and the Divine 
Guest of Honor had smiled His approval by granting a beautiful day 
of sunshine in the midst of a continued spell of dark, rainy weather. 
One of the men on the committee remarked on a previous day, ‘‘The 
whole city is talking about the Biessed Sacrament.’’ A Knight regret- 
fully absent from the city on that day was told by a prelate: ‘You 
missed one of the most impressive religious demonstrations Kansas City 
has ever seen.’”’ Yes, it was a living exemplification of that beautiful 
ery of acclaim which is frequently sung at Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament: “Christus vincit, Christus regnat, Christus imperat, venite 
adoremus — Christ conquers, Christ reigns, Christ commands, come, 
let us adore.’”’ How beautiful in the sight of heaven must have been 
this public demonstration of living faith and love, in an age when 
lust for pleasure and godlessness have enchained so many hearts. 

The participation of the faithful in the Eucharistic Adoration at 
our Kansas City sanctuary is rapidly expanding. Parish groups, led 
by their pastor or an assistant, come faithfully for their regularly 
scheduled nocturnal hours, and the Most Reverend Bishop has given 
permission for them to have Benediction every hour with the change of 
a group when a priest and at least twenty adorers are present. Many 
who keep these nocturnal hours do so at the cost of great sacrifice. 
All are experiencing blessings, and these blessings radiate from their 
own individual lives to the parish, the diocese and the whole world. 


The Spirit of Jop 
Pe efoefoto me 
OW joyless life would be were it not for the sunny 
souls who are so happy in themselves and radiate 
happiness on others! They seem to possess joy in its 
fulness and are bringers of joy to everyone around 
them. With their kindly eyes and their radiant smile 
they approach a sufferer, and, as if by magic, a soul- 
easing balm, compounded from their own sufferings and distress, 
soothes the pain in the heart of their fellowman. Such souls possess 
a singular gift of lifting the weight of sorrow by a tender word or a 
kindly act that brings with it draughts of joy, banishes unhappiness 
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and silences the lips which but a moment before were pouring forth 
bitterness and complaints. Would that the number of such souls might 
be increased! And why can not their ranks be swelled from day to 
day, from hour to hour, so that a veritable army of these joyful souls 
may enrich the world with gladness? Their ranks will be swelled, 
surely and persistently, by your joining them, 

Is it not true that there are times when each one of us might 
address to himself the words in the 42nd Psalm: “Why art thou sad, 
O my soul, and why dost thou trouble me?” — and might in all honesty 
and sincerity be forced to answer: “Thou art sad, O my soul, hecause 
thou cherishest a soft and natural sorrow, an ill-humored and self-im- 
portant sorrow, the sorrow of wounded self-love”? Yes, it is such 
self-seeking moroseness, such unholy sadness, which, by weakening the 
spirit, dimming the eye of faith and troubling the interior powers and 
faculties, causes much of the unhappiness in our lives, and it is this 
sadness that the soul must flee from and subdue. Such sorrowfulness is 
not a cross which Jesus sends. It is no spur of grace, but a worm that 
gnaws at the wreath of victory. Because it is a self-made cross, it 
desecrates, while the God-sent cross sanctifies. It crucifies God within 
us, instead of the “old man.” It murmurs, instead of giving thanks. 

Only a holy serenity is suited to the Christian soul, a seriousness, 
which, if it can be termed sadness at all, is an unselfish, supernatural 
sadness, an abiding sorrow for sin, which is an effect of God’s grace 
and a characteristic of interior mortification and self-crucifixion. by 
which the soul gives expression to a genuine fear of God and of long- 
ing for Him. This sadness at one and the same time fills the soul with 
peace and pure joyousness. Only this sadness, whose true name is 
compunction of heart, ought to find shelter in the Christian soul. 

It depends on the soul itself to live in joy. The source of joy 
is within us. Joy dwells in the world of our thoughts and feelings. 
If mood and thought and feelings are joyous, then difficulties vanish, 
labor is made easy, perplexities are unravelled, friction with others 
is avoided, provocations to petulance and irritability pass by unheeded. 
Joyful thoughts leave no room for a shadow in our soul under which 
we can sit and be morose, for joy is like the universal sunshine that 
dispels the destructive rains and winds of gloom. Joy is ozone to the 
soul and body. It is necessary to both spiritual and physical industry. 
It redoubles our physical strength and energy. It reinforces our power 
to will and to do. Joy makes us gracious, kindly, ready to serve. It 
enlightens our intellect and makes it active and productive. It makes 
our ideas clearer and our imagination more lively. Joy makes our 
temper more gay, our society more agreeable and even our health 
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stronger, or at least it causes it to be less delicate. It sweetens piety 
and makes us generous in the practice of virtue. 


But how can the soul attain to this joy? By planting its seeds and 
then watering them daily. The soul must invite and entertain good 
thoughts and be ever on the alert to repress and banish bad ones. 
Frivolous, vain, dark, destructive, despairing thoughts; thoughts of envy, 
fear, rage, suspicion, hatred, greed, malice, discontent, impurity — 
these are an odor that leads to death and they kill the joy of the 
soul, just as they corrode, paralyze and destroy the life of the body. 
Pure, dofty thoughts, thoughts of God and eternity, thoughts and feel- 
ings of faith, hope and charity, of trust and mercy; anxious and sad 
thoughts, bordered with patience and resignation like evening clouds 
fringed with sunset purple and gold; thoughts of one’s employment 
and calling, sprinkled with the holy water of prayer and a good inten- 
tion; even distressing thoughts of one’s own guilt and a smarting sense 
of sin, immersed in the Blood of Christ and the mercy of God, — all 
these are an odor that leads to life (2 Cor. ii. 16), and leave behind 
them the fragrance of joy. 


It is the will that must purify and direct the thoughts and emotions, 
inviting or rejecting, uniting or dividing them. In this way order is 
created in the mind and rest and peace in the soul, and where these 
qualities prevail, joy is not far away. One who follows this rule of 
conduct is guaranteed happiness and joy of spirit, — with one reser- 
vation which must be strongly emphasized. This never-to-be-forgotten 
point is that joy is not the root or stem of the plant, but the blossom, 
and a pure, perfect, sountl blossom can never come from a diseased 
root and a rotten stalk. It follows from this that, first and before all, 
the soul must be preserved in the state of sanctifying grace, which 
brings with it the Holy Spirit Himself to make His dwelling in the 
soul. The Holy Spirit is the true Source of holy joy and is pre- 
eminently our Consoler amidst the trials of life. Jesus promised Him 
and sent Him as a Comforter to lonely and tried hearts. The soul that 
possesses Him need never be morosely sad, never lonely, never troubled 
or depressed. In the fulfilment of duty, in conscientious fidelity to 
God’s commandments and in loving converse with this Divine Guest 
of the soul through prayer, the soul will be lifted up into the sunshine 
and presence of God. The state of grace, faith and prayer will weave 
a blue sky over the whole extent of life and establish and maintain a 
uniform cheerfulness, which suffering and trouble are powerless to 
disturb or to destroy. 
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The Master’s Chair 
emia sar sat ee 


EAR the fireplace in the lounge of the nurses’ home of 

one of our Catholic hospitals stands an arm chair, a 
little apart from the others, distinguished from them by 
the silken cord tied across its arms. No one may occupy 
this chair, for it belongs to Jesus, the King of Love, 
whose picture rests against the back of the chair. It was 
set aside for Him at the close of the nurses’ retreat last 
spring, when He was officially enthroned as Lord and Master of the 
nurses’ home. Its presence inspires all who come to the lounge with 
a consciousness that there at the fireside is a Divine Guest, ever present 
with them, personally interested in each one of them, reigning over 
them as Lord and King. It reminds them that He is the witness of 
all their actions, that He is attentive to all their conversations. 

When, at the close of a long, strenuous day, a weary nurse enters 
the lounge and sinks into a chair opposite, a glance at the Master’s 
chair checks the complaint of aching head and tired feet that rises 
to her lips, for’she thinks of a Divine head and sacred feet that ached 
more painfully ‘than hers. If thoughtlessness and ingratitude have 
been her reward for tiring and unpleasant services, the thought of a 
Divine Heart, wounded and grieved by countless arrows of ingratitude, 
soothes hurt feelings and drives away thoughts of bitterness. 

As they pass the lounge on their way to and from duty, nurses 
glance in to see who is there. Empty? No, it is never empty now, 
for there in the chair near the fireplace is the Changeless Friend who 
ever remains — the Friend who is always interested, who always has 
time to listen, the Friend who understands, who comforts, whose com- 
panionship never grows wearisome. If she cannot stop to “chat” with 
Him, the nurse greets Him with a loving aspiration as she hurries on 
her way, and even that momentary thought of Him gives her new zest 
as she answers duty’s call. Yes, the Master’s chair has brought un- 
told comfort to the student nurses and has enriched their lives with a 
fulness of purpose never realized before. 

This beautiful idea of the “Master’s Chair” has been adopted by 
many schools, religious institutions and individual families at the sug- 
geston of Father Mateo and his fellow-apostles, laboring for the reign 
of the Sacred Heart. When lived with faith, it has proved a most 
effective means of inspiring a vivid consciousness of the presence of 
the Sacred Heart, enthroned as King and Master of the home. The 
thought of His ever-living and loving presence is fostered by many 
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little attentions, such as placing the chair at the head of the table on 
feasts and special occasions (or even daily) with a lighted candle at 
the place to signify that He who is the Light of the World is the 
family’s Head and its honored Guest. The sanctifying influence exer- 
cised by this consciousness of the Divine Presence cannot be estimated; 


i PN hae Se oT 7 





for who could be guilty of unseemly conduct, or of improper con- 
versation, or of angry outbursts, in the presence of such august com- 
pany? And as the consciousness of the living Presence of the Master 
deepens, the home becomes a true Bethany, where Jesus is ever wel- 
come, sharing in the family’s joys and sorrows, and where nothing is 
tolerated that could be offensive to Him. Blessed, indeed, is the home 
at whose fireside there is ever reserved a place for the Divine Guest. 
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Her Father’s Debt 
othethetie 


DYING mother said to her daughter: 
AL “Do not forget to pray for me, Anna.” 
“Do not fear, Mother,” answered the sobbing 
girl. — “And pray for your father, too... 
You know he did not go to Mass.” With 
these last words the mother expired. 
Anna went every day to her mother’s 
grave to water the little bed of flowers 
planted there. One morning as she was en- 
gaged in this loving task her mother’s last 
recommendation came back to her. She had 
almost forgotten it. “You will pray for your 
father. You know he never went to Mass.” 
“My father,” said she to herself, “has been 
dead for five years. Can he still be in pur- 
gatory? He went to confession and Communion before he died — 
but he did not go to Mass for many years.” 

Haunted by the thought, Anna went home and reckoned up. 
“My father died when he was 40. He had not been to Mass since 
he was 16. That makes 24 years in which he ought to have gone 
to Mass 58 times; 58 multiplied by 24 makes 1,392 omissions. But 
he cannot be lost! O God, you have forgiven him! He repented 
and returned to You on his last day ... But that debt! ... O God! 
I will pay my father’s debt! Instead of placing flowers on his grave, 
I will go every day to Mass and Communion.” 

Four years passed, during which Anna went to Mass and Com- 
munion 1,392 times. Then she knelt by the grave of her father, and, 
full of joy, exclaimed: “O Lord, I trust in You! Surely You have 
now given him eternal rest!” 

Exactly and faithfully the angels, to whom this office has been 
entrusted, record the thoughts and words and deeds of mankind in 
the register of Eternity. How often, alas, is it not their painful duty 
to record the omission of assisting at Holy Mass on Sundays and 
holy days of obligation. And, for each Holy Mass missed, who would 
dare to guess what satisfaction is demanded of the soul in purgatory 
by Divine Justice, since we know that every fault, — even those 
which are regarded here below as trifling and of little account — 
must be severely atoned for in purgatory. 

But if it is the sad duty of the angels to record the omission of 
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Holy Mass, what must not be their joy to record all the Holy Masses 
which devout souls assist at and offer for the holy souls! This Divine 
Sacrifice not only aids the souls of the dead in a propitiatory and satis- 
factory manner for the temporal punishment due to their sins, but it 
also avails them in a supplicatory manner, that is, it obtains for them 
deliverance from purgatory. Hence the custom of Holy Church, which 
not only offers the Mass for the souls in purgatory, but prays for their 
entire deliverance. 

In order that many may be inspired to compassion for these 
holy souls shut out for a time from the Beatific Vision, let us listen 
to the words of St. Gregory the Great, who in his “Dialogues” says: 
“The flames of purgatory are, as it were, the instrument of Divine 
Justice, operating with such terrible power as to render the agony 
of the souls therein detained insufferable. These pains far exceed 
all the tribulations or martyrdoms that can be witnessed, felt, or even 
imagined in this life.” But still more excruciating than all this, ac- 
cording to the teaching of St. Thomas Aquinas, is the pain of loss, 
because being deprived of the beautiful sight of God, they experience 
an indescribable agony and a fierce and burning thirst to behold the 
Supreme Good, which is denied them. 

Now let us turn to our own heart and consider: If we should 
at any time see our father or mother on the point of being drowned, 
and if we could save them by merely stretching out our hand, would 
not our love impel us to stretch forth that hand to rescue them? How 
then can we behold with the eyes of faith so many poor souls, among 
them perhaps our parents, our sisters and brothers, our nearest and 
dearest friends, in a sea of fire, and yet remain so heartless as not 
to endure a trifling inconvenience of assisting with devotion at Holy 
Mass for their release, or the alleviation of their agonies? 

The great servant of God, John of Avila, the oracle of Spain, 
being asked in his last hours what he most earnestly wished to be 
done for him after death, answered: “Masses, Masses!” O most Holy 
Mass, which at the same time assists the living and the dead! O 
most Holy Sacrifice, replete with blessings for time and eternity! 
May it be our firm resolution henceforth to employ all possible dili- 
gence in assisting at Holy Mass, and of causing as many Masses to be 
said as our means permit, both for the gouls in purgatory and for our 
own soul and the souls of friends and benefactors. It is the opinion of 
holy and learned divines that there is no more powerful or efficacious 
means than Holy Mass to obtain the greatest of all graces — a holy 
death; nor any surer means of receiving from God a grace so precious 
as that of going directly to heaven, or at least with a short purgatory. 
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Little Louvers’ League 


-<—iK— 


HEN the holy Cure of Ars was a little boy, he had to 

work in the fields because of the poverty of his father. 
He did not mind, however, because he offered all his 
hard work. and labor to Jesus. After he had grown 
up and had become a priest, he told about this in his 
writings. “When I was alone in the fields, I often spoke to Jesus 
aloud; but when companions were with me, I prayed to Him in my 
heart. After dinner, before we began work again, we had a short 
rest. Then, though I stretched myself on the ground like the others, 
I was all the time praying to Jesus with my whole soul. Oh! how 
happy those days were!” 

Yes, they were truly happy days because all his works were done 
for love of God, and what great merit for heaven they obtained for 
that humble saint. We celebrate his feast on the ninth of August, so 
this month we will tell you something about this holy priest. 

His real name is St. John Baptist Marie Vianney, but he is better 
known as the Cure of Ars. He was a very saintly parish priest, who 
lived in a tiny village in France called Ars. Even as a child, his 
soul was filled with burning love of God. He was always thinking of 
God and Our Blessed Mother, for the simple truths he had learned 
from the lips of his pious mother took deep root in his mind and 
heart. He had one ardent ambition and that was to be a priest. He 
prayed very fervently for this grace, but he was very backward in his 
‘studies, so that it seemed he could never learn enough to be made a 
priest. But at last, after many years of effort and prayer, he was 
ordained and could offer up the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. When he 
preached, he loved to speak about the infinite value of the sacrament of 
penance. The high and the lowly, the rich and the poor came to confes- 
sion to him, and every day he spent many hours hearing confessions. 

St. John Vianney had a very great devotion to the Mother of God, 
to his patron, St. John the Baptist, and to St. Phglomena, to whom he 
gave credit for many miracles which he worked. He loved to call 
the Blessed Virgin “the Best of Mothers!” 

“Mary,” the holy Cure said, “is often compared to a Mother, but 
she is ever so much better than the best of mothers in this world; 
the latter sometimes punishes; not so the Blessed Virgin; she is so 
good that she manages us altogether with love. Yes, my dear children, 
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the Heart of this good Mother is full, of love and mercy; she desires 
nothing but to see us happy. It is only necessary to turn to her in 
order to have our requests granted. ° 

“Every morning we must do like the infant in its cradle. As 
soon as it opens its eyes, it looks quickly all around to see if its mother 
is near... The Blessed Virgin stands between her Divine Son and 
us, and even when we have sinned, she is full of tenderness and com- 
passion for us. All the saints had a great devotion to Our Lady, be- 
cause no grace comes from heaven without passing through her hands. 
If we place all our prayers in the hands of the Blessed Virgin, she will 
perfume them.” 

Thus the good and holy Cure of Ars spoke of Mary in simple, 
loving language. The Blessed Virgin is indeed the “Best of Mothers.” 
Let us then love her as the Cure of Ars loved her. Let us pray to her 
as he prayed to her. Her love will never grow tired of our petitions, 
because we are her children. Let us ask her to teach us to love God 
as St. John Vianney loved Him, and to offer up all our work to Him. 

During this month especially we ought to honor the Most Pure 
Heart of Mary. Just as June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
so August is dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. You will 
be very happy to know that August 22 has been appointed as a special 
feast in honor of this Immaculate Heart. (See page 103.) 

The Heart of Mary should be the object of our love and venera- 
tion. In it we will find consolation in troubles and help in temptation. 
From Mary we will learn how to be humble, patient, obedient and 
pure, and above all, how to love and honor the Heart of Jesus. Our 
Blessed Mother especially wants her Heart honored’ on the first Satur- 
day of each month. You can honor this Immaculate Heart by thank. 
ing Jesus for making it so pure and holy. You can greet it with the 
words of the Hail Mary: “Hail Mary, full of grace!” You can pray 
the Rosary and receive Holy Communion in its honor. 

Practice: Receive Holy Communion on the first Saturday in honor 


of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and on the feast of the Assumption 
and that of the Immaculate Heart of Mary for this same intention. 


Aspiration: May the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary be fqgever loved and glorified. 
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“THE MORE I READ, THE MORE I WANT THEM” — 
“BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS ARE A TRADEMARK 
OF QUALITY!’ — “I WOULD LIKE TO FLOOD THE 
COUNTRY WITH YOUR BOOKLETS.” 


Such comments received from reatlers of our booklets must also 
make you want to buy and read and distribute the devotional, doctrinal 


and children’s pamphlets put out by the Benedictine Press, a few titles . 


of which we subjoin here. 
Rela 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus — A series of affectionate 
conversations with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament — simple and 
charming, based on the principal points of doctrine concerning 
the Holy Eucharist. Excellent for Communion devotions, visits 
to the Blessed Sacrament or the Holy Hour. 10¢ 


Our Savior’s Goodness to Those Who Trust Him — A booklet 
which tells of God’s mercy to sinners, and of His goodness and 
loving benefits towards all who invoke Him in spiritual or tem- 
poral needs. Very consoling. 10¢ 


All Ye Who Mourn — A booklet to console the bereaved 
and encourage prayer for the deceased. Contains the Requiem 
Mass and proper parts of the ordinary Masses for the departed. 
Recently revised. 10¢ 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — An excellent collec- 
tion of indulgenced prayers and aspirations grouped in honor of 
the Three Divine Persons, the Blessed Sacrament, the Blessed 


Virgin, St. Joseph, Angels and Poor Souls and for various needs. . 


Recently revised. 10¢ 


For the Children 
Boy Heroes — An appealing Rambling Roses — A 
booklet, giving the outstanding charming booklet giving a 
events in the lives of Tonio short sketch of the lives of 
Martinez and Andrew de Thaye three young girls, of recent 
— two boy heroes of our own times: Anne de Guigney; 


day, whose courage and gener- 
osity were truly admirable. 

A beautiful and artistic cover 
design, with sketches, poems and 
large print make the booklet de- 
lightful to children. 10¢ each. 


Reduction for quantities. 


Blessed Bartholomea Capitaneo 
and Maria of Padua. 

Teaching Sisters and mothers 
will welcome these booklets and 
find in them many hints for the 
training of children. 10¢ each. 


Postage extra, 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Blessed Virgin Booklets 


Assumption Novena Booklet 


— A thirty-two page booklet with reflec- 


tions and a special prayer for each of the nine days previous to the 


feast of the Assumption. 


3 for 10¢ 


The Mysteries of Mary — Reflections, prayers and practices for Mary’s 


fifteen principal feasts. 10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of the Blessed 


Virgin — A complete series of novenas and triduums drawn from the 


Liturgy for all of Our Lady’s feasts. 


Also contains an explanation of 


perfect consecration to Mary, with an Act of Consecration, and many 


beautiful indulgenced prayers in her honor. 


128 pages. 15¢ 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary — An account of the 
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin at Fatima, Portugal, in 1917, and 


Mary’s appeal for devotion to her Rosary and Immaculate Heart. 


10¢ 


Mary, Mother of God — The mysteries of the Incarnation and Divine 


Maternity; Mary’s Seven Joys on earth and in heaven. 


The Rosary, My Treasure 

The excellence, power and beauty 
of the Rosary. Reflections on its 
mysteries; method of making a Ros- 
ary novena. 10¢ 


Mary, Our Mother 
Mary depicted as our Mother, 
Mediatrix and Consoler in every 
need; the glory of her name. 10¢ 


To Jesus through Mary 
De Montfort’s ‘‘secret of grace,’’ 
explaining in what true devotion to 
Mary consists. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Mother of 
Sorrows 
Fruitfulness of devotion to the 
sorrows of Mary, especially in the 
Passion and Death of Jesus. Beauti- 
ful prayers. 10¢ 


10¢ 


Devotion to Mary 
Fruitfulness of devotion to Mary 
with special practices. Mary’s Im- 

maculate Conception. 10¢4 


Under Mary’s Mantle 


Mary’s protection in childhood, 
in the trials of life, in death and in 
purgatory. Consecration of children 
to Mary. Prayers. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions in Union 
with Mary 
Beautiful prayers in preparation 
and thanksgiving for Holy Commun- 
ion. Communion Mass and novena. 
10¢ 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows 
Reflections on each of Mary’s 
Dolors, with illustrations. Mass de- 
votion, novena and prayers. 10¢ 
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